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Before parting with any money, it’s advisable to have a look around at what other companies have to offer.  The 
only problem is, there are so many ADI training providers out there, it’s often difficult to decide which one to 
choose.  The following is an essential guide of 11 things to look out for and the questions you should always ask 
each provider when finding out what they have to offer. 

 

ORDIT Approved 

“Are you a DSA ORDIT Approved Training Establishment?” 
 
The Official Register of Driving Instructor Training (ORDIT) contains a list of ADI 
Training establishments that have been fully inspected by the Driving Standards 
Agency (DSA), and have satisfied the minimum training standards.   Make sure the 
company you choose is ORDIT Registered! 
 
For more information on ORDIT and to access the full register, please visit the DSA 
website: www.dsa.gov.uk 
 
 

Active Driving Solutions is fully ORDIT registered to provide training for all parts of the ADI 
qualification, along with ADI retraining courses.  We are approved to provide full-time, part-time, 
distance learning, classroom and residential based courses. 

 
 

Independent Training 

“Once I qualify, do I have to work for your company, or a company of your choice?” 
 
Some companies purporting to offer cheap (or often free) training courses will ensure that they get their money 
back from you somehow – after all, there’s no such thing as a free lunch!  Make sure that the training provider 
you choose is independent, and if not, ensure they will allow you to choose which path to take following 
qualification.  Many will disguise the fact that they’ll tie you in to a contract to work solely for them when you 
pass, so be careful!  Remember, once you sign a legally binding contract, you must fulfil your end of the deal, 
and if later down the line you change your mind about working for the company you train with (or worse still 
they don’t provide you with sufficient work to earn a decent living), it’ll be too late! 
 
 

Active Driving Solutions is completely independent and does not do contract work for any other 
company.  Although we receive referrals from driving schools and independent instructors, rest assured 
that unless you agree with them otherwise, you are free to work for whomever you choose once 
qualified, or even start up your own business! 

 
 

Practical Training 
“Is all the training provided in car?” 
 
Helping people to improve their driving and teaching people to instruct are practical skills that should always 
take place in-car, not in a classroom.  Be very wary of courses providing a proportion of your training in the 
classroom, especially at the Part 2 or 3 stage.  This is just a way for the company to make savings! 
 
 

At Active Driving Solutions, aside from 1½ hours of Part 1 Hazard Perception Training (for which we use 
DVD, TV and computer equipment), all of your training is conducted in car. 
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One-to-One Training 

“Is training provided on a one-trainee-to-one-trainer basis?” 
 
Although many ADI training companies will sell the apparent benefits of receiving training on a two-trainees-to-
one-trainer basis, this is largely operated as a cost-saving exercise.  Such pairing can be very detrimental, 
particularly if the two trainees learn at very different rates or are at different stages in the course.   
 
So when a company claims to provide you with a set number of training hours, check that this number of hours 
is with you in the driving or instructor seat, and not sat in the back of the car! 
 
 

With Active Driving Solutions, when you pay for 42 hours Part 3 training, you will receive 42 hours Part 
о ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦΦΦ ǿƛǘƘ ¸h¦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΗ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ-to-one basis, you 
can be assured that each and every session is tailored to your needs, to ensure you get the most out of 
each and every training session.  We will work with your individual strengths and areas for 
development at your own pace.   

 

 
Integrated Training 

“Do I have to wait until I’ve passed Part 1 before I can start training for Parts 2 and 3?” 
 
Although many training establishments train you for each part of the examination separately, we find that by 
integrating the course, not only do you learn quicker but it also cuts down your qualification period. 
 
Many companies will not allow you to start training for the next part until you have passed the one you are 
currently studying towards.  This can be a huge disadvantage to you in that it prolongs the time it will take you 
to qualify! 
 
 

We strongly believe that the three parts of the ADI qualification process should be integrated, and that 
you should not have to wait until you pass Part 1 in order to start learning skills to help you with Parts 2 
and 3.  For that very reason, we have developed a unique Part 1 course, during which you will receive an 
Advanced Driver Training session, along with an in-car session introducing you to the core skills of 
driving instruction!  This can significantly reduce the time it takes you to qualify as an ADI. 

 

 
Flexible Payment Options 
“What payment options are available to me?” 
 
Be wary of companies who only accept full course payment up front!  If personal circumstances change at any 
point during the course and you decide to stop training, you are unlikely to get any of your money back.  Also, 
always make sure you read the terms and conditions to ensure that if you are unsuccessful at passing Part 2 
within the three permitted attempts, you are entitled to a refund for the Part 3 training you have not taken. 
 
 

We offer trainees a range of flexible payment options.  Choose to pay in instalments, pay in full or pay-
as-you-learn.  We are also registered with the Learning Skills Council (LSC) under their Professional & 
Career Development Loans (PCDL) scheme.  For further information on Professional & Career 
Development Loans, visit www.direct.gov.uk. 

 
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/
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Trainer Qualifications & Continual Professional Development (CPD) 
“Do your Trainers possess any other qualifications and do they undertake any ongoing CPD?” 
 
It is a little-known fact that people providing ADI Training are not required to have any other qualification other 
than being an Approved Driving Instructor.  The ORDIT register is currently voluntary, so before signing onto any 
course you really should check out the credentials of your trainers! 
 
Do they work as ADI Trainers on a full-time basis, or is some of their time spent still teaching learner drivers?  
What grade instructor are they and how much experience do they have?  ADI’s are Check Tested by the DSA on 
a regular basis and graded accordingly.  Those involved in ADI Training should really be a minimum of a Grade 5 
(Grade 6 being the highest), although we do know of a qualified ADI who has recently received two substandard 
Check Test grades and he is actively involved in ADI Training! 
 
 

!ǘ !ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǳǊ !5L ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ DǊŀŘŜ с !5LΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ 
experience in training people to become instructors.  100% of their work is involved in ADI or Fleet 
Driver Training, so we are used to training people to far higher than L-Test standard.   Check out our list 
ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎΩ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  
 
Our trainers are consistently engaged in a programme of CPD.  They are currently working towards 
receiving the RoSPA Gold Awards and the Postgraduate Certificate in Coaching for Driver Development. 

 
 

Success Rate 
“What proportion of trainees starting a training course with you actually go on to qualify?” 
 
It has been claimed that on a national level, less than 1 in 10 potential driving instructors who embark on an ADI 
Training Course actually qualify!  For this reason, it is important that you choose a provider who has an excellent 
success rate.  Remember, you only get three opportunities to pass each of the Part 2 and 3 tests, so each 
attempt should not be taken lightly.  You need to ensure that you are fully prepared and have the best chance of 
passing the tests on the first attempt. 
 
At the time of writing, national ADI pass rates are:  Part 1: 51%, Part 2: 50% and Part 3: 30% 
 
 

We always ensure that all of our trainees are ready and our trainers are confident of them passing their 
tests before they are taken.  We are proud to boast pass rates well above the national average and 
every single one of our trainees* since 2005 have achieved success at Part 3 and become fully Approved 
Driving Instructors.  Our testimonials speak volumes about our success! 
 

*relates to all our trainees who have taken and completed the whole course. 
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Business Startup Advice 

“Will you provide me with resources to help me with my new business?” 
 
Make sure your chosen provider doesn’t just leave you to fend for yourself once the training is over – there is so 
much more to being a driving instructor than just passing the examinations. If you are intending on starting up 
your own business, you will need some ideas as to how to market yourself and what paperwork you will need.  
What checks will you need to make on your pupil’s first lessons?  What happens on driving test day? 
 

 
At Active Driving Solutions, we provide you with 2 hours of business coaching towards the end of your 
tŀǊǘ о ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
take you through registration for self-employment and a simple way to keep your accounts in order.  
²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ 
when it comes to their driving test! 

 
 

Assistance Beyond Qualification 
“What support do you provide me with following qualification?” 
 
After you qualify and embark on your new career as a Driving Instructor, you will continue to learn about how to 
run your business and how to best deal with your pupils.  But without help, this can often be by trial and error.  
The company you choose to train with should be able to offer ongoing support and advice to you following 
qualification, whether you need advice on a technical issue or advice on developing your business and taking 
further qualifications to improve your skills.  Your training company should be able to provide you with a 
structured Check Test assessment and training programme during your first year as a driving instructor, because 
the DSA will conduct regular Check Tests throughout your career to ensure that you still make the grade! 
 
 

We offer full support to all of our trainees following qualification.  Free advice is always available by 
phone or email, and we are even happy to meet in person should you wish!  Whether you wish to know 
about the latest industry developments, find out an answer to a technical query, or get some advice on 
how to deal with anything related to your business, we are always here to help and offer assistance.  
We also offer a range of further training courses for qualified instructors.  

 

 

Testimonials 

“Do you have any recommendations from former students and is it possible to speak to them?” 
 
Any company can attract business by spending a huge proportion of their budget on advertising.  But are the big 
budget companies a reliable guarantee of quality?  Of course not!  The best source of work is through 
recommendation.  Successful ADI Training Companies should have many recommendations from people they 
have worked with, so ask to read them and if possible, speak to them personally. 
 

 
At Active Driving Solutions, we have never needed to advertise our services on a large scale.  In fact, our 
advertising spend for 2009-2010 is zero!  Why?  Because most of our work comes through 
recommendation from other instructors and past students.   We have many glowing testimonials from 
past students who have gone on to become qualified Approved Driving Instructors.  Our most recent 
ones can be found on our website at www.activedrivingsolutions.com.  Furthermore, if you wish to talk 
to any of our previous students to discuss our training services, this can be arranged, too! 

 
 
 

http://www.activedrivingsolutions.com/
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We do hope that this guide has given you all the information you require at this stage.  Before embarking on any 
ADI Training Course, we would strongly recommend that you visit a few different establishments and ask the 
questions outlined above.  
 

Even if after comparing us to other training providers, you do decide to train with another establishment, please 
feel free to call with any questions you may have, at any stage of your training.  And if you do find that your 
chosen provider isn’t giving you what they promised, we will gladly help out where they left off, as we often do! 
 
 

Ready to Start? 
 

Now you’ve decided to start on your career path to becoming a driving instructor with us, give us a call on one 
of the contact numbers below.  Alternatively, you may contact us via email. 
 
We’ll arrange a meeting to book in your training dates and to provide you with all your Part 1 course materials.  
We will also provide you with a username and password so that you can access the Secure Area of our website, 
which contains a wealth of useful information for you for use throughout your course.  You will also be given the 
contact number at the DSA to request your Criminal Record Disclosure Pack, which will need completing, along 
with the application form in the DSA ADI Starter Pack, before you can book your Part 1 test. 
 
Our contact details are as follows: 
 
 

Address (for correspondence only): 
 

Active Driving Solutions Ltd. 
10 Walkers Close 

Uppermill 
Oldham 
OL3 6DJ 

 
Freephone:  0800 849 6440 

 
Ged Wilmot:  07793 531542 

 
Claire Wilmot:  07956 104160 

 
Fax:  01457 829508 

 
Web:  www.activedrivingsolutions.com 

 
 Email:  info@activedrivingsolutions.com  
 
 

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
 


